
Week of September 9th 
 
COMMUNITY BLOCK 

Throughout the school year we are going to be meeting with our buddy class 
during community block. Our buddy class this year is Mrs. Noyes’s first grade class!  
On Friday we met them and each third grader was paired up with a first grader and 
they played a game together.  Ask you child what they played! Take a look at our 
pictures.  
 
MATH 

We have begun our first unit in math in our new math curriculum, 
Investigations. This first unit is about multiplication called Understanding Equal 
Groups.  This week students developed an understanding that we use multiplication to 
combine a number of equal groups.  They created a variety of number stories having to 
do with equal groups, they even wrote multiplication equations for them.  
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

In social studies we have begun to talk about what history is and how we can use 
it to tell us stories.  We discovered that an artifact is an object that helps us understand 
how people live today or in the past.  As a class, the children learned that an artifact 
doesn't have to be an object that is very old.  We ourselves have artifacts. Our first 
project was to bring in 5 artifacts about us, which will tell more about who we are.  
Each child will be sharing these brown bag artifacts over the next week.  
 
READING 
 The students have been introduced to our classroom library. Each child has had 
the opportunity to search through the books and choose some of their favorites to read 
over the past two weeks.  As a class, the students have listened to a book read aloud to 
them called Muggie Maggie by Beverly Cleary.  This book was about a third grade girl 
not wanting to learn cursive.  The children enjoyed this book.  Ask them what 
happened in the story! 
 
 
Week of September 16th 
 
MATH 

We are taking a look at the hundreds chart and are finding patterns by skip 
counting.  For example, when we count by 2’s, 5's or 10’s what do all of the numbers 
have in common?  We did the same with 3's and 6's. The students realized that skip 
counting is the same as equal groups (multiplication), which we learned about last 
week!  Check out the pictures of the students playing a new math game!  

 



 
READING 
 We have begun reading the classic story Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White.  The 
students have really taking a liking to the story and truly enjoy when it is time to read.  
This story is used as a whole class read aloud.  Each child gets his/her own book to 
read along with, while it is being read out loud by a teacher.  This allows the students 
to become a part of the story, as well as work on their listening comprehension while 
visually following the words.  Ask your child to tell you what has happened so far!  
 
SCIENCE 

Our tree unit investigation has begun! We discussed the differences between 
living and non-living things. The students worked together to classify living and non-
living items based on similar traits. The students also learned the different between 
deciduous trees and evergreen trees. Have them tell you what they learned about these 
two different classifications of trees. 

 
WRITING 
 Over the past week in writing the children have been working on making super 
sentences when they write.  The students learned a pattern for writing more interesting, 
detailed sentences. We practiced by looking at pictures and creating super sentences 
using an organizer. Here is what they needed to include in their sentences. Have your 
child tell you some of the super sentences they made from looking at a picture.  

 
 
Week Of September 23rd  
 
READING 

We are continuing our whole class reading of Charlotte’s Web.  We learned this 
week that Wilbur found out some bad news.  He found out that he is going to be killed 
around Christmastime.  The children’s task for the week was to write an opinion letter 
to Mr. Zuckerman (the barn owner) about their feelings toward the news.  They 
learned the strategies of what it takes to state your opinion. They needed to come up 
with at least three reasons for their opinion, why Wilbur should stay alive, or why he 
should be killed.  We talked about how there are no right or wrong opinions. You just 
have to be able to support your reasons.  Ask your child what his/her opinion was and 
the three reasons they gave to support it.  
 
WRITING 
 In writer’s workshop, we began our new unit.  The students are learning how to 
write personal narratives.  They have learned that a narrative is when you tell a whole 
story about a small moment.  The story is usually about something that already 



happened to you.  The first part of this writing unit was to figure out what to write 
about. We brainstormed strategies that can help us think of things to write about for 
instance, a special person or special place. 
 
SCIENCE 

In the beginning of the week the students were introduced to the characteristics 
of a deciduous leaf. Ask your child what they learned about the shape, margin and 
veins of a leaf! We went outside and collected different kinds of leaves and described 
the characteristics associated with each leaf!  

 
MATH 

We are continuing to use equal groups as a way to understand multiplication.  
This week the students were introduced to arrays.  They learned that arrays are made 
up of rows and columns and that each row has to have an equal amount in the 
arrangement. These arrays were a way or representing multiplication. They did an 
investigation activity, take a look!  

 
 

Week Of September 30th  
 

MATH 
 The students are learning their multiplication facts using arrays.  They learned 
about area of a rectangle and are developing an understanding that the area of a 
rectangle can be found by multiplying its dimensions. Area is found by completely 
covering a shape and we use squares to do this. Take a look at them finding the area of 
different rectangles.  
 
READING 
 In Charlotte’s Web we have come to the part where the Zuckerman’s bring 
Wilbur to the fair.  We reread the two pages of the chapter where E.B. White does a 
wonderful job describing the fair.  The students’ task was to create a poster for the fair, 
something they might see as a flyer around town.  What did they choose to put on their 
poster?? 
 
WRITING 

At the end of last week the students chose the small moment that they would 
like to write about for their final piece. They started off this week by learning how to 
write a lead for their narrative stories.  A lead is a beginning sentence or two that 
hooks the reader in, makes them want to read more. They had an option of three 
different types of leads to create; setting, dialogue or an action.  Ask your child what 
type of lead they chose to write!  



 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

The students were introduced to their new homework project, Personal 
Timeline.  We have been doing a lot of work with timelines and how they tell us a 
story about history.  They are now going to create their own personal timeline.   
 
SCIENCE 

The students have learned that there are 5 layers inside the trunk (bark, phloem, 
cambium, xylem and heartwood) and each of the layers has very important 
jobs/functions. The children acted out the different layers, take a look! 


